
 
 
 

Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 17th March 2020 in the Public Hall, 
Beaminster at 8.45pm 
 
In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic and the increasing likelihood that the Government would announce 
emergency legislation to support the prevention of the spread of the virus the Town Council held an 
Extraordinary Council meeting to consider its position.  
 
2376   PRESENT – Cllr Turner (Chairman), Cllr Beswarick, Cllr Body, Cllr Cheeseman, Cllr Mrs Cooke, 
            Cllr Corbett, Cllr Dawkins, Cllr Drinnan, Cllr Monks and Cllr Mrs Page 
 
2377 IN ATTENDANCE – Mrs Christine Bright (Town Clerk). 
     
2378 APOLOGIES – Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Langridge. 
 
2379 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
2380 COVID-19 CONTINGENCY 
 Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the Town Clerk's report highlighting issues 
 for short term consideration. 
 
 Council, Committee and Sub-Committee meetings including the Annual Parish meeting   
 Statutory meetings and deadlines apply to local council, to date there had been no change to 
 legislation or government guidance to amend these statutory duties.  The latest date by which the 
 Annual Town Meeting must take place was 1st June and the Council were required to hold four 
 Council meetings per annum not including the Annual Council meeting.1 
 
 In view of the Prime Ministers press conference when the advice to avoid social interaction had 
 been given members RESOLVED to cancel all scheduled meetings with immediate effect. 
 
 RESOLVED the Town Clerk to circulate details of Planning applications received for comment and 
 compile a corporate response for circulation prior to submitting to Dorset Council. 
 
 Council Administration 
 In the event that staff are unable to work from the office, to ensure the Council continued to 
 function members RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Clerk to make decisions on behalf of the 
 Council, consulting with the Chairman and/or members for guidance as necessary during restricted 
 activity declared by the Government. 
 
 Public Hall 
 RESOLVED to close the Public Hall with immediate effect to the public. 
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1 Subsequently NALC confirmed there would be no requirement to hold an Annual Parish 

Meeting or Annual Council Meeting until 2021. 



 Year end and payment for services 
 Year end visit scheduled for Thursday 9th April, preparation must be made for an 'on-line' 
 closedown  if necessary2 
 
 The date for adoption of the Annual Return is no later than 29th June 2020.3 
 
 RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Clerk to make payments in accordance with existing 
 contracts and/or the agreed budget framework.  
 
 CB3 
 AGREED to run the service as normal on Saturday 23rd March, further operation to be subject to 
 consultation with volunteers or in accordance with government directives. 
 
2381 MEETING  
 The meeting which commenced at 8.45pm, closed at 9.30pm. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
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2 Year End took place on 9th April remotely 
3 Subsequently extended to 31st August 2020 


