
             
 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held via Zoom on Tuesday 14th 
July 2020 at 7.00pm. 
 
Prior to the start of the meeting a member of the public addressed the Committee in support of the 
proposal to employ a Dog Warden. 
 
462     ON LINE:  Cllr Beswarick, Cllr Body, Cllr Langridge, Cllr Monks, Cllr Mrs Page, Cllr Turner; 

also Mrs Bright (Town Clerk). 
 

463 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Cheeseman and Cllr Drinnan. 
 

464 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Body proposed Cllr Mrs Page, seconded by Cllr Beswarick, there being no other 
nominations Cllr Mrs Page was duly elected Chairman for the ensuing year. 
 

465 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
 Cllr Turner proposed Cllr Langridge, seconded by Cllr Beswarick, there being no other 
 nominations Cllr Langridge was duly elected Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.  
 
466 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
 ON 17TH MARCH 2020 

The minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 17th March 
2020 having been circulated were confirmed as a correct record to be signed by the 
Chairman.   

 
467 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 No declarations were received. 
 
 The Town Clerk to arrange with Cllr Mrs Cooke to submit a request for a dispensation in 
 order to discuss financial matters relating to the Precept. 
 
468 UPDATE ON ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
(a) Min No. 455 (b) – Beaminster Pre-school 
 Members NOTED the Pre-school had taken delivery of a shed and storage facility 
 purchased from Beaminster Museum at a cost of £375.  Details awaited in respect of the 
 paint required for the fence, Town Clerk to pursue1 
 
(b) Min No. 455 – Dorset Blind Association 
 Members NOTED the grant of £150 approved on 17th March 2020 had been paid. 
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1 Paint subsequently purchased from Larcombes of Beaminster at a cost of £114.50 



 
 
 
(c) Min No. 458 (b) – Budget end of year adjustments  
 Members NOTED an order had been placed with Dorset Signshop for four 'Welcome to  
 Beaminster' signs at a revised cost of £3,192.58 therefore the budget had not been 
 transferred to EMR as previously stated in the minutes. 
 
(d) Min No. 459 (b) – Bunting 
 Members NOTED an order had been placed with Creative Solutions for 200m multi 
 coloured bunting at a cost of £288.60.  In addition, 20 'Discover Beaminster' teardrop flags 
 had been ordered from Bridport Banners at a cost in region of £940.  Members RESOLVED 
 to fund the budget overspend (approx. £230) from the Community Fund (4522/102) 
 
469 INTERNAL AUDIT 
 Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the internal auditor's second report 
 and noted the minor issues reported.  RESOLVED acceptance of the response given by the 
 Town Clerk. 
 
470 GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 
(a)  Citizens Advice Bridport & District  
 Members RESOLVED to release the £2,000 annual support grant towards the 
 operational cost of the Beaminster Outreach service.  
  
471 BUDGET COMPARISON 

Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the budget comparison as at 30th 
June 2020 (copy attached) and the Chairman took members through page by page. 
 
No significant items were raised for discussion and the actual year to date figures were 
NOTED. 

 
472 BEAMINSTER RESTART CAMPAIGN 
  
(a) Floral displays 
 Members NOTED additional hanging baskets had been erected in the Square at a cost of 
 £305.00 
 
(b) Application for Section 106 funds 
 Members had previously been circulated with details of an application to be submitted to  
 Dorset Council for funds towards the Town's restart campaign (copy attached). 
 
 Members RESOLVED submission of the application to Dorset Council.2 
 
 Under this heading the Town Clerk outlined the proposal for an event (Scarecrow Treasure 
 Hunt during the month of August) to raise awareness of the local businesses and places to 
 visit within Beaminster.  Members RESOLVED to support the event with £400 for prizes 
 from the community budget (4522/102). 
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2 Subsequently the application submitted and approved by Dorset Council in the sum of £3,200 



 
 
473 SNOOKER TABLE IN FLEET CLUB 
 The Town Clerk advised she had been made aware of a number of repairs required to 
 ensure the snooker table could continue to be used including a new baize.  Members asked  
 the Town Clerk to provide comparison selling price against refurbishment cost for further 
 consideration by full council. 
 
474 DOG WARDEN 
 The Council having previously debated the employment of a part time Dog Warden and a 
 sum included in the 2020/21 budget for such a purpose AGREED to RECOMMEND in 
 principle, proceeding subject to further information to be considered by full council. 
 
475 BANKING ARRANGEMENTS 
 Members had previously been circulated with details of new bank charges from 1st 
 September 2020, the Town Clerk provided a comparison based on the previous three 
 months indicating a potential of saving of £32 by changing to the electronic tariff subject to  
 setting up business internet banking.  RESOLVED to change tariff when appropriate. 
 
476  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The date of the next meeting NOTED as Tuesday 17th November 2020. 
 

477 MEETING 
 The meeting which started at 7.00pm closed at 9.00pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
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