
            

 
 

    RECREATIONS & AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
 

 
Minutes of the Recreations & Amenities Committee meeting held via ZOOM on Tuesday 13th 
October 2020 commencing at 7.00pm. 
 
147     PRESENT:  Cllr Beswarick, Cllr Cheeseman, Cllr Mrs Cooke, Cllr Dawkins, Cllr Drinnan, 

Cllr Monks, Cllr Mrs Page and Cllr Turner also Christine Bright (Town Clerk), Mr S Nikolov 
and Mr D Williams. 

 
148 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  
 Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Runyard.  
 
149 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 Cllr Monks proposed Cllr Mrs Cooke, seconded by Cllr Turner; with no other nominations Cllr 
 Mrs Cooke was duly elected Chairman. 
 
150 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
 Cllr Langridge proposed Cllr Beswarick, seconded by Cllr Mrs Page; with no other 
 nominations Cllr Beswarick was duly elected Vice Chairman. 
 
151 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 Members had previously been circulated with the minutes of the meeting held on 
 12th February 2020.  Minutes confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record  
 
152 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
153 PROGRESS REPORT 

 
(a) Extension of path 
 The Town Clerk advised that although the path had been completed further remedial works 
 were required.  NOTED 
 
(b) Play Area Sign 
 The Town Clerk advised a sign detailing emergency contact details had been erected at the 
 pavilion however the design of the Play Area Project required finalising with sponsors etc.  
 The Town Clerk to pursue. NOTED. 
 
(c) Enforcement Officer 
 The Town Clerk advised interviews of three potential candidates would take place on  
 Wednesday 28th October.  NOTED. 
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(d) Tree Works 
 NOTED dead Elm trees had been felled. 
 
154 MEMORIAL PLAYING FIELD 
 The Town Clerk reported that planting and the hurdle fence on the top bank had been 
 vandalised.  Members expressed their disappointment at the amount of vandalism, 
 instances of littering and drug evidence in the Playing Field in recent months. AGREED to 
 highlight these issues via social media.  
 
 The groundsman advised the contractor had recently undertaken a spray and feed of the 
 playing surfaces in the Playing Field.  
 
 In anticipation of recruiting an Enforcement Officer, members asked the groundsman to 
 ensure appropriate dog signs were at all entrances to the Playing Field. 
 
 Attention was drawn to recent topiary work in the Playing Field, the work of Beaminster's 
 own 'Bansky'. 
 
 Water supply & public toilets 
 Cllr Beswarick enquired on progress with regard to the installation of a drinking/water refill 
 facility and plans for the public toilet.  The Town Clerk advised those projects had been 
 placed on hold pending the decision on the Lottery application for the skate park.  However 
 draft plans had been received for the toilets a copy of which would be circulated prior to the 
 Town Council meeting.  Discussion ensued with regard to whether Wessex Water might
 consider installing their sponsored water fountain in the Playing Field rather than the 
 Square.  To be pursuerd.  
 
 Mr D Williams joined the meeting. 
 
155 CEMETERY 
  
(a) Review of charges 2020/21 
 In the current financial climate members RESOLVED to make no changes to the Cemetery  
 fees for 2021/22 
 
(b) Restriction of vehicular access 
 Mr Williams drew attention to recent vehicle track marks and damage to a small number of 
 kerb surrounds discovered following the digging of a grave.  The Town Clerk advised the 
 damage had been drawn to the attention of the undertaker concerned. 
 
 Following discussion members were reluctant to install another barrier, the Town Clerk was 
 asked to inform the undertaker, that should the gravedigger fail to respect the cemetery he 
 would be banned from working in the cemetery indefinitely. 
 
156 FURLANDS ALLOTMENTS 
 In the absence of Mr Martin no report was received. 
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157 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The date of the next meeting was set for Tuesday 9th February 2021 
 

158  MEETING 
  The meeting which started at 7.00pm closed at 7.55pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

 CHAIRMAN  
9th February 2021 
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